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is, that there is an imbalance, a serious imbalance, in
judicial workloads in different areas of the state. So the
commission would have that power by rule after a public
hearing . Now i n ad j u st i ng those workloads the commission
would follow certain criteria and if you l ook at m y
amendment, Section 6 of my amendment, you can see what those
criteria are and basically they are all t he l o g i c a l t h i ng s
that you would consider in balancing workloads. I t wou l d
take into account for example, and I know this is a concern
in western Nebraska, the travel time of j u d ges , how much
time they have to spend traveling. I t wo u l d t a ke i n t o
a ccount all of t he different factors that t he j ud g e s
associations themselves have taken into account in coming up
with work load statistics and comparing each other and their
workload statistics. So those criteria are in Section 6 of
my amendment if you would like to look at those. Now the
commisszon would have the power in addi t i o n t o ad j u st i ng
t hose e l e c t i on di s t r i c t l i ne s a s between t he t hr ee major
districts. It would have the power when a judicial vacancy
occurs, and that can occur by resignation or it can occur by
death o r i t can o ccu r b y disqua l i f i cat i o n f r om o f f i ce or
being voted out of office, whenever a v aca n cy o c c u r s as
between the three districts the commission can declare where
t he vacancy ex i st s an d the vacancy will be filled i n t h e
district designated by the commission. And that particular
provision is the on ly i nteraction between t he t h r ee
districts. Otherwise the power of the commission has to do
with i nt e r a c t i o n e sse n t i al l y wi t h i n t h e rural communities.
The operative date of the bill is designated in the Beutler
amendment, in the amendment to the committee amendments, as
May 1, 1986, so that in the event there are any f ur t h er
adjustments that need to be made to this system t here i s
another legislative session in front of us in order to
accomplish that. So...and finally, I would point o ut t h a t
the amendment to the committee amendment has another
distinct feature that was requested primarily by people who
practice out in western Nebraska and that is the feature
that would allow, with consent of both judges, an exchange
of jurisdiction between the district c ourt an d t h e co u n t y
courts in either direction, with the consent of both judges
a nd the a t t o r n e y s .

PRESIDENT: About a minute left.

SENATOR BEUTLER: So that in the event in a particular area
the district courts were badl y o v e r c r o wded, t h e docket was
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